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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on th cover sheet with the corresp ndence address - 



Peri df r Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). in no event, hov^^ever, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period wiil apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even If timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent temi adjustment. See 37 CFR 1704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 9/23 & 8/27/04 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-5.7,8 and 10-18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) S Claim(s) 1-5J.8 and 16-18 is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) 10-15 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)C\ accepted or b)n objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet{s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)n All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
• See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) O Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) S Infomiation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 9/23 & 8/27/04 . 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) □ Notice of Infomnal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) □ Other: . 
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Application/Control Number: 09/883,976 Page 2 

Art Unit: 2124 

1 . Claims 10-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per independent claim 10, he claim language is vague and indefinite. The 
term "function cell" (line 2) and "plurality of function cells" are confused. 

2. Claims 10-15 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2'^ paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: the recorded 
references do NOT teach or suggest the detail "programmable logic device" having the 
"function vector" feature as recited in independent claims. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

4. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan V. Mai whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-3726. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Tue-Fri from 6:30am to 5:00pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kakali Chaki, can be reached on (571) 272-3719. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is: 
Official (703) 306-5404. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
3900. 
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considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant 1 AppHcanTs unique dtatlon designation number (optional). 2 See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patont Documents al www.uspto.oov or MPEP 801.04. 3 Enter Office that Issued the document, by the two-letter code (WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For 
Japanese patem documents, the Indication of the year of the reign of the Empenor must precede the serial number of the patent document 5 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 H possible. 6 Appttcant is to place a check mark here If English language 
Translation Is attached. 

This ooDsction of tnfonnation is roqulred by 37 CFR 1 .97 and 1 .98. The Infonmatlon Is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the public which Is to file (and by Uie 
USPTO to process) an application. ConfldenttaDty Is governed by 35 U.S.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This collection Is estimated to take 2 hours to complete. 
Including gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application fonn to the USPTO. Time wlU vary depending upon the Individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete this form end/or suggestions for reducing this burden, should be sent to the Chief InfOnnatlon Oflioer, U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. U.S. Department of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance In completing the form, call f-S00-PTO-9f 99 and select option 2. 
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